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Telos
B I B L E

T H E

A STUDENT'S GUIDE THROUGH SCRIPTURE
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WELCOME TO THE TELOS BIBLE!

Have you ever found yourself asking one of these questions?

How do I make sense of the Bible?
How does the Bible relate to my life?

If so, you’re in good company. The Telos team is comprised of leaders from OneHope, field 
experts and youth pastors who are passionate about helping the next generation engage with 
the Bible through an initiative called Feed. We have worked diligently to help you answer these 
commonly asked questions. Today, you can take your next step in experiencing the Bible— we’re 
here with you on the journey.

God’s Word contains your road map to learning about God and the unfolding story of redemp-
tion and purpose. At first glance, the Bible may look overwhelming. We totally understand. 
Sometimes it’s challenging to even know what to read, and then certain passages seem difficult 
to unravel, especially in today’s world. Our main goal is not to provide you with all the answers, 
but to equip you to dig in and use the Bible as a way to encounter God for yourself.

Throughout your Bible, you’ll notice the following tools to help you better understand and 
interact with Scripture as you read:

▸ Book introductions

▸ Articles

▸ Maps and infographics

▸ Extra content in the margins

▸ Journeys through Scripture

▸ Blank space to doodle or add notes throughout

▸ And much more! Check it out in the back of this Bible.

Icons to Look For:

Journeys Through Scripture : This icon follows one of the reading plans found in the 
back of this Bible.

Dig Deeper: This icon seeks to help you engage with Scripture in a deeper way.

Core Questions: This icon can be found next to the Core Questions in the margins of 
the Bible. All 70 questions can also be found in the back of this Bible.

Answer a Question:  This icon invites a response from you.

Cultural Context: This icon gives you a glimpse into the world of the Bible and 
provides greater clarity about the time, place and culture.

Food for Thought:  This icon provides helpful information as you read your Bible.
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About Feed
Feed, an initiative of OneHope, began with a community of leaders and innovators asking, “How 
can we impact the next generation?” Specifically tailored to the unique characteristics and  spiritual 
needs of today’s youth, Feed products are created to help engage the next generation with the 
Bible in a relevant way.

Feed is:

▸ Committed to creating resources centered on core Biblical truths.

▸ Dedicated to developing and implementing strategy driven by research.

▸ Relentless in the pursuit of innovative ways of engaging young people.

▸ Focused on understanding the cultural moment of today and responding in a Biblical 
manner.

▸ Fueled by collaboration with local church leaders, ministry practitioners and innovative 
thinkers.

Visit www.feed.bible to learn more.

About OneHope
OneHope creates compelling programs that share God’s Word, offer hope and foster life change for 
the next generation around the world. Through collaboration with local churches and partners, 
OneHope’s mission is to see young people engage with the gospel in a way they can understand 
and that leads to a transformed life. Since 1987, more than 1.7 billion children and youth have 
received the gospel message through OneHope’s partnerships.

OneHope uses research to understand the end user and to create tools to help them better un-
derstand and interact with God’s Word. This helps create more engaging and innovative products 
that help a young person connect with the person of Jesus. They are passionate about equipping 
churches and partners by providing training to leaders around the globe on effective ministry to 
the next generation.

OneHope has seen firsthand that when the next generation engages with Scripture, their lives 
are transformed.

Visit www.onehope.net to learn more.

Telos likely isn’t a word you’ve seen before. It’s Greek and it means “ultimate goal or objective.” 
It has a rich history in the church, pointing us toward knowing and following Jesus so that he will 
work in us and through us to build his church. The Bible reveals how God made everything, including 
you, with a greater goal and purpose in mind. We believe you can discover that purpose by leaning 
into God’s Word and learning to read it well. Our hope for you is that you find the Telos Bible to be 
a helpful resource as you grow in your relationship with God and his Word.

The next several pages will help you get started on your journey. Check them out and then dive in.
Here are some additional resources that we think you should check out: BibleProject.com, 

 LUMOProject.com, SpokenGospel.com and  IsraelU.org.
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One 
epic story

As we open the Bible, what do we see? 

The Bible is complex, and as God’s Word it should affect the way we live, but ultimately, it’s not a 
set of instructions. Instead, each book of the Bible fits together to tell one ongoing, epic story. 

God created the world and made humans to be his partners in caring for it. But over and over 
again, they repeat the mistake of breaking their relationship with God through sin.  All of this 
changes when Jesus comes. He did what no one before him could do, and fulfilled the role of 
a faithful partner through his death, burial and resurrection. Now he invites us all back into a 
loving relationship with God, and he sends the Holy Spirit to help us live with him like we were 
supposed to from the beginning.

Reading the Bible isn’t always easy. Each part of the Bible has its own style. It might take years of 
study to fully grasp what parts of it are saying, but the task is rewarding. 

The more we study the Bible, the more we understand how each part points to the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus. The text is meant to be meditated on and turned over slowly.  The Bible 
is the kind of book that we can reflect on for a lifetime.  As we think about how each part of the 
Bible fits together, we enter and become a part of its world, learning to participate in God’s story 
of making all things new.
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OT NT
The Bible is 
a library of 
books written 
in 3 different 
literary styles:

A S  T H E  M O S T  I N F L U E N T I A L  B O O K  I N 
H U M A N  H I S T O R Y ,  T H E  B I B L E  I S . . . 

66 books 

  
Divided into 2 testaments 

O L D : 3 9  B O O K S  |  N E W : 2 7  B O O K S 
  

Written in 3 languages 
H E B R E W  |  A R A M A I C  |  G R E E K 



 

Over 2,000 years 
B Y  4 0  A U T H O R S

The Old  
Testament is divided 
into 5 parts: 

 The Law (Torah) 
 History
 Wisdom & Poetry
 Major Prophets
 Minor Prophets

The New  
Testament is 
divided into 3 parts:

 The Gospels  
 & Acts

 Paul’s Letters
 General Letters  

 & Revelation

narrative

poetry   
prose Each book of the Bible fits together to tell 

one ongoing, epic story.

T H E  B I B L E  I S  D I V I D E D  I N T O 

2 major sections

The Bible is  
God’s Word 
It is for everyone and we  
can trust it.

Given in  
human words  
God inspired people to write 
his Word, so that we can 
understand it.

In history 
These books were written in 
languages we don’t speak, in a 
time period we weren’t alive 
in and in communities we 
didn’t grow up in.
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Matthew • Mark • Luke • John • Acts

S U M M A R Y

“Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of 
God. ‘The time has come,’ he 
said. ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near. Repent and believe 
the good news!’ ” 

M A R K  1 : 1 4 – 1 5 

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

J O H N  3 : 1 6

• The Kingdom of God

• �The�Crucifixion�and 
Resurrection of Jesus 

• Discipleship

Gospel means good news. We call these books the gospels 
because the story of Jesus is good news for the world.

I M P O R T A N T  T H E M E S

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S 
F O R  U S  T O D A Y

The Gospels
& Acts

Jesus announces the 
forgiveness of sins 
and the arrival of 
God’s kingdom and 
his followers begin 
sharing this Good News 
throughout the world. 

K E Y  V E R S E S

GOSPELS & ACTS
GOSPELS & ACTS
GOSPELS & ACTS
GOSPELS & ACTS
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GOSPELS & ACTS
GOSPELS & ACTS
GOSPELS & ACTS
GOSPELS & ACTSMATTHEW

B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  P U R P O S E

According to early church tradition, Matthew— the tax collector turned apostle— is the 
author of this account of Jesus’ life, which was written in the latter half of the first century. 
Because Matthew was writing for an audience of Jewish believers, he strategically crafted this 
book to show how Jesus was the culmination of Israel’s long history as the covenant people 
of God. He weaves together eyewitness testimonies, oral traditions and Old Testament 
language to give readers a compelling vision of Jesus and the heavenly kingdom he came  
to establish on earth.

S T R U C T U R E

Chapters 1–7 |  The Announcement of the Kingdom of Heaven
Chapters 8–10 |  The Kingdom of Heaven Comes Through  

Grace and Healing
Chapters 11–13 |  Objections to Jesus– – and His Responses
Chapters 14–20 |  Messianic Expectations
Chapters 21–28 |  The Passion

I M P O R T A N T  T H E M E S

Israel’s Messiah— Matthew presents Jesus as the anointed King 
who established God’s kingdom on earth and invites his followers to 
live by the values of God’s reign.
Israel’s Teacher— Matthew presents Jesus as the new Moses 
who delivers authoritative teaching and brings about a new covenant 
relationship between God and his people.
Israel’s God— Matthew presents Jesus as Immanuel, which means 
‘‘God with us.’’  This Teacher and Messiah is no mere human. He is 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob come to dwell in Israel’s midst.

Reading Hack

When you come across 
a reference to the Old 
Testament, look it up in 
its original context, and 
ask yourself what it tells 
you about Jesus’ work of 
salvation.
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MATTHEW
1:21

Question
How�did�God�fulfill�
his promises to Israel 
and the world?

Answer
God sent his Son, 

Jesus, to rescue 
Israel and the world 

from the power 
of sin and death.

Connection
Remember what 
happened in Genesis 3? 
Jesus is the promised 
Savior who would 
come�and�fulfill�
God’s promises!
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Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers,
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, 
whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz,  
whose mother was Rahab,

F
A

C
T

F
A

C
T

Boaz the father of Obed,  
whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon, 
whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
Abijah the father of Asa,
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,

“THIS IS THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 
THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM:

There are fourteen generations between the four major events Matthew lists—Abraham, 
David, exile and Jesus. Matthew isn’t saying that there were literally fourteen generations between 
each event. He is doing something more interesting.  Three sets of fourteen generations is the same as 
six sets of seven generations. In the Bible, the number seven symbolizes wholeness or completion. Jesus, 
therefore, represents the beginning of the seventh set of seven generations, the fullest completion of 
what came before him.

Matthew uses creative wordplay to 
show how Jesus fulfills all of Scripture. 
Asaph (also translated as Asa) is a figure 
associated with many of the Psalms, like 
Psalms 73–83, and Amos (also translated 
as Amon) is one of the Old Testament 
prophets. Jesus’ birth fulfills the Biblical 
story, and his spiritual heritage includes not 
just kings, but prophets and poets too. 

Genealogy 
of Jesus

M A T T H E W  1

“How do I understand the genealogies in the Bible?” 
—Ava, 16, Minnesota
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F
A

C
T

F
A

C
T

F
A

C
T

Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah,
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah 
and his brothers at the time of the 
exile to Babylon.
After the exile to Babylon:

Jeconiah was the father of 
Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel the father of Abihud,
Abihud the father of Eliakim,

Eliakim the father of Azor,
Azor the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Akim,
Akim the father of Elihud,
Elihud the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Joseph, 
the husband of Mary, and Mary 
was the mother of Jesus who is 
called the Messiah. Thus there 
were fourteen generations 
in all from Abraham to 
David, fourteen from David 
to the exile to Babylon, and 
fourteen from the exile to 
the Messiah.”

Matthew highlights Joseph’s royal 
lineage from Judah through David. 
Even though Jesus was not Joseph’s 
biological son, in the ancient world, an 
adopted child had the same rights and 
privileges as a biological child.  This means 
that Jesus was considered a descendant of 
David, making it possible for him to reign 
as King of the kingdom God promised.

Matthew includes five women in the genealogy of Jesus: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Bathsheeba and Mary. This would have been odd by ancient standards. It’s even more 
surprising that Tamar, Rahab and Ruth are not Jewish. Matthew is highlighting Jesus’ mixed 
heritage on purpose. Jesus came not just to save the Jewish people, but the whole world, 
and his family lineage shows that God also makes non-Jewish people part of his special 
covenant family.

Matthew summarizes the Old Testament 
with three main events leading up to Jesus. 
With Abraham, he recalls God’s promise to bless 
all nations. With David, he recalls God’s promise 
to establish an everlasting kingdom. With the exile, 
Matthew highlights the great act of judgment that 
questioned whether God would keep his promises. 
Matthew wants to introduce the story of Jesus by 
showing that he fulfills the Old Testament’s story.

“How do I understand the genealogies in the Bible?” 
—Ava, 16, Minnesota
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Who Is the 
Holy Spirit?

‘‘How do I know what is and what isn’t the Holy Spirit? ’’
— Alexander, 17,  Texas

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, equal in power and glory with the Father 
and the Son.

When we think of the Holy Spirit, for many of us, the miracle of Pentecost comes 
to mind as the moment the Spirit first appears in the Bible. In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit 
came in like a rushing wind, and tongues of fire fell on Jesus’ disciples, giving people 
from different lands the ability to understand their message.

But the Spirit was active long before Pentecost. He was present at creation, inspired 
the Old Testament prophets and empowered the ministries of John the Baptist  
and Jesus.

So what does a relationship with the Holy Spirit look like? The Spirit wants to lead 
and guide us in the way of Jesus. He is God with us, allowing us to experience his 
presence in our lives.   We can feel his leading when we read the Bible and when we 
pray.   And even when we do not know what to pray for, the Holy Spirit intercedes on 
our behalf because he knows what we need even when we don’t.

The Holy Spirit wants to develop you into someone whose life is marked by the fruit 
of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22–23).   We acquire these traits when we follow his 
guidance.

If you feel like the Holy Spirit is speaking to you, ask yourself if his words are in line 
with Scripture. If you’re unsure of what he is speaking to you, or what he’s asking you 
to do, ask a pastor or other trusted adult in your life.   They can help teach and guide 
you as you learn to listen to the Spirit. Learning to follow and hear the voice of the 
Holy Spirit doesn’t come naturally, but it does get easier with practice as we follow 
Jesus.
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LORD’S PRAYER
T H E

“AS IN HEAVEN”
Our Father in heaven,
God is our Father. He loves us as his own children.

hallowed be your name,
God’s name is holy. May the world recognize who he is.

your kingdom come,
God’s authority and rule would be obeyed everywhere.

your will be done,
God’s will over ours because he always knows best.

on earth as it is in heaven.
May our home and God’s home become one.

also on the  earth                    as in
 heav

en,The translation of “as in heaven, also on the 
earth” is a direct translation from Greek.

as i
n he

aven,
                      also on the earth
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“ALSO ON THE EARTH” 
Give us today our daily bread.
God can meet all our physical needs. We trust that he can do it.

And forgive us our debts,
We ask for God’s forgiveness when we sin.

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
God is always willing to forgive us. He calls us to forgive others too.

And lead us not into temptation,
God can sustain us through difficult times and temptations that come our way.

but deliver us from the evil one.
God will one day deliver us from all evil.

also on the  earth asinheave
n,

as in heav
en,

  also on the earth
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MATTHEW
6:9–13

Question
How did Jesus 
teach us to pray?

Answer
Jesus taught us to 

pray in this way: “Our 
Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom 
come, your will be 
done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give 
us today our daily 
bread.   And forgive 

us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our 
debtors.   And lead us 
not into temptation, 
but deliver us from 

the evil one.”

Connection
Jesus taught us to pray 
and believe that heaven 
would come to earth.   
To dive deeper into the 
Lord’s Prayer, check 
out pages 942–943.
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Make Jesus Your Telos – Your Ultimate Object or Aim
Created to meet the spiritual needs of high school and college students, The NIV Telos Bible is 
designed to be contextually relevant and to challenge young adults to take a meaningful look at 
the Bible. It encourages this diverse generation to know and follow Jesus while discovering what 
the Bible says about the subjects that are most important to them.  Acting as a student’s guide 
through Scripture, this Bible includes tools like book introductions, reading plans, core questions 
and answers, and journaling prompts to equip young adults to make sense of the Bible. Readers 
will learn that while discovering Jesus and living out his ways is the telos – a Greek word meaning 
“ultimate goal or objective” – it is only the beginning of the ripple effects that will shape their lives 
and their influence on the world for years to come.

The NIV Telos Bible was developed in partnership with Feed, an initiative of OneHope.  Tailored 
to the unique characteristics and spiritual needs of today’s youth, it will help engage the next 
generation with the Bible in a relevant way. 

Features
• Full text of the accurate, readable, and clear

New International Version (NIV)
• Book introductions outline the structure and

important themes of each book of the Bible
• Infographics visually explain concepts throughout

the text
• Icons indicate features in the margins that help you

journey through Scripture, dig deeper, answer core
questions, and lend cultural context to what you’re
reading

• Reading tips help you get the most out of Scripture

• Study questions serve as journaling prompts
• Reading plans
• Two-color page design
• Blank space to draw or add notes throughout
• NIV dictionary-concordance
• Black letter edition
• 16 pages of full-color maps
• Satin ribbon marker
• Exclusive Zondervan

NIV Comfort Print® typeface
• Print size: 8
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